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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 161596 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AFSP. PFOR, NI 

SUBJECT: FMG OCCUPATION OF EMBASSY ANNEX 

REF: LAGOS 6488 
BRUSSELS FOR FAA 

is AS SUGGESTED REFTEL, ASST SECY DAVIS AT NOON TODAY 
CALLED IN NIGERIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES EMMANUEL OBE (IN 
LIEU OF GARBA WHO VACATIONING IN NIGERIA). DAVIS TOLD 
OBE DEPARTMENT VERY MUCH SURPRISED BY THESE DISTURBING 
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DEVELOPMENTS, WHICH WE COULD ONLY INTERPRET AS A VIOLATION 
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OF THE DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY OF OUR CHANCERY IN LAGOS. IT 
WAS MADE CLEAR THAT WE HOPE FOR AND EXPECT IMMEDIATE 
WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. 

2. DAVIS EXPLAINED OUR UNDERSTANDING OF FMG DESIRE TO 
ACQUIRE THE PROPERTY, OUR READINESS TO NEGOTIATE, AND OUR 
AWARENESS THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN TAKING PLACE. IT 
WAS FURTHER EXPLAINED THAT NOTWITHSTANDING OUR VALID 
LEASE ON THE PROPERTY, WE HAVE NEGOTIATED IN GOOD FAITH 
FOR SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS. WE WOULD HOPE TO 
PROCEED VIA SATISFACTORY NEGOTIATIONS. RATHER THAN BY 
CONFRONTATION. 

3. DAVIS TOLD OBE AN INCIDENT OF THIS KIND, WHTCH 
UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD REACH THE NEWS MEDIA, COULD HAVE 
AN UNFORTUNATE EFFECT ON AMERICAN PUBLIC ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS NIGERIA, ADDING THAT WE PLACE THE GREATEST 
IMPORTANCE ON OUR RELATIONS AND THINK IT ALL THE 
MORE IMPORTANT THAT THE FMG ACT IMMEDIATELY SO THAT 
THIS SITUATION NOT GO ON AND BUILD UP AS A PUBLIC 
CONFRONTATION. 

4. OBE REPLIED THAT SINCE HE WAS HEARING OF THE 
INCIDENT FOR THE FIRST TIME, AS YET HE HAD NO 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM LAGOS. HE APPRECIATED THE DEPTH 
OF USG FEELING, ESPECIALLY VIS-A-VIS THE DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY OF OUR CHANCERY. HE RECALLED THAT AMBASSADOR 
EASUM HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH I Y ALL A LAST MONTH, 
THAT BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS THIS SUBJECT WERE OF LONG 
STANDING, THAT FMG VIEWS WERE WELL KNOWN AND THAT 
ALTERNATIVE QUARTERS HAD INDEED BEEN OFFERED. OBE 
VOLUNTEERED, IN TAKING I .RAVE. THAT HE COULD NOT 

BELIEVE TROOPS WERE SENT UNDER GOVERNMENT ORDER AND PRO- 
MISED TO SEEK A REPORT FROM LAGOS, THE SUBSTANCE OF 
WHICH WOULD BE SHARED WITH US. 

5. OBE LATER TELEPHONED TO REPORT CONVERSATION WITH 
IYALLA, WHO SAID THAT AT 4:40 P.M. LAGOS TIME, FOLLOWING 
CABINET MEETING, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ORDERED WITHDRAWAL 
OF TROOPS. OBE SAID HE BELIEVED TROOPS HAD BEEN WITH- 
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DRAWN AND EXPRESSED PERSONAL REGRET FOR THE SITUATION. 

6. DEPARTMENT DELIVERED AIDE-MEMOIRE TO NIGERIAN 
EMBASSY TODAY. INGERSOLL 
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